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E obby’s despair was in no small measure a 1 
jbad been warned of a climate of hatred 
ruibright, the target of vicious 



an’s youth to fight the world’s ills, he 
up to his new, brotherless, purpose. 

result of survivor’s guilt. JFK 
1 in Dallas. Senator William 
. ... atta cks by the Dallas News, had declined 

sral invitations to visit the city and had pleaded with JFK to do like- 
| Bymn Skelton the Democratic- National Committeeman from 
is, had written to Bobby ojt November 4, 1963, “Frankly, I’m worried 
^President Kennedy’s proposed trip to Dallas.” The city wasn’t safe 
gn argued But political commitments had been made, and RFK 
for his brother’s reelection campaign, had favored keeping 
iMoreover R was RFK who suggested that the president rid! 
|h the streets of Dallas in a car without using the specially outfitted 

itlSd bubb 6 t0p lt W give y0U m0re contact vvi th the crowd,” 

I s advice to visit Dallas, however, weighed less heavily on him 
is conduct over the whole of his brother’s term in office for he 
he dnvmg force in I 1 " 
tions. He had pushed the 
n Hoffa, to destroy Castro 

.ess than a day after Jack ' 
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3 who’s out to get them.” 
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|v . l ohn McCone remembered 

Id wwL aft6r | ack ’ S death: “ He wanted to know 
lather it had been a Cuban 
peifthe CIA could hav 
^| a nt to know about 

ilhew He b 1 lai y ied llimself because of all the 
Eki; ay and a ^o because he’d advised 
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ghed less heavily on him 
~*'s term in office, for he 
the Kenned) r administration’s most aggres- 
govemment to hound the mob, to 
He had taken care” of Marilyn 
was declared dead, Bobby told Larry 

™-u. .j .i . . t y . . . J 

ig to do with it, but 

hing. He should ve shot me, not Jack. 
News about Jack’s assassin, and about 
in coming. By the day of the funeral, 
Id had Communist ties and had dem- 
a member of the Fair Play for Cuba Com- 
’ was a Dallas racketeer connected to the 
-- • - J in his book Mafia Kingfish: 
of John F. Kennedy, RFK “could 
s aggressive cam- 

conversations with the attor- 
what we knew 
or perhaps Russian hit. He 
•e done it. I mentioned the mob, but 
it. I suspect he'thought it was the mob. 
were— ‘should have killed me. I’m the 
— — c enemies he’d 
his brother to go to 
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I,iureu . wnen me telephone rang with T ' 
word of Jack’s shooting, RFK was awaiting another call 
news of the verdict in the federal trial of New Orleans p 
Marcello. (The don was acquitted that day.) 

Over the next year, Bobby kept his distance from th 
mission, the blue-ribbon panel, headed by the chief jus 
look into the assassination." J. Edgar Hoover, whose Bi 
investigative arm of the commission, sent the attorney < 
the law materials developed by FBI agents during the pn 
did Bobby seek to acquire them. Earl Warren’s group 
report to Lyndon Johnson on September 24, 1964. Oswali 
document concluded, had both acted alone. Did RFK it 
inquiry into his brother’s death- 



detachment from the 

which he, as master of the FBI, had significant official 
because he was too heartbroken to dwell on the grisly de 
fear that a truly comprehensive investigation might un< 
Marcello and Roselli, Giancana and Campbell, Monroe ai 
his bi others assassination the act of a solitaiy lunatic, or 
vised reprisal for the administration’s efforts and Bobby’s 
a champagne party following Jimmy Hoffa’s court conv 
1964, a glum RFK said, “There’s nothing to celebrate.” T 
had gloated after Jack’s death, “Bobby’s just another lawy 

The other members of the commission were U.S. senators Richan 
ocrat of Georgia, and John Sherman Cooper, Republican of Kentucky 
tives Hale Boggs, Democrat of Louisiana, and Gerald Ford, Repub] 
Allen Dulles, former CIA director; and John J. McCIoy, former presi 
Bank. ' r 

tWv-dj, RFK expressed dismay over the Commission’s repo 
Duffy it was “impossible that Oswald and. .Ruby hadn’t known one a 
issued assassination files (CIA and FBI) indicate that on November 
after his brother’s death, RFK had telephoned Harry Ruiz-Williams, a 
the Ebbitt Hotel, 8th Street N.W., in Washington, D.C., a CIA-operat< 
primarily to house Cuban exiles. After speaking with Ruiz-Williams, R] 
nalist Haynes Johnson, who was also at the Ebbitt, telling Johnson h 
backed anti-Castro forces ofhaxing been involved in his brother’s death 
Dully the same thing. “Those Cuban cunts are all working for the n 
They blame us for the Bay of Pigs, and they’re trying to make this lc 
Communist hit. I don’t buy it. And I don’t trust those gins at the Cl 
than the Mafia.” In the end, said Duffy, “Bobby simply didn’t want to 
But at the same time, he couldn't put it behind him. He wanted to b 
murderers to justice, but he didn’t have the strength to do it. He must 
dous guilt over his failure to act/’ 
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dissect the track of the bullet wound in the president’s b ^pfl 
Finck maintained, originated with “the Kennedy famiwfl|| 
Bobby and Jackie meddled with the autopsy to avoid enWgii 
dead president’s adrenal glands, atrophied from Addison’Plli 
vealing that infirmity would lay bare the deception Jack 
had perpetrated over the years by portraying his outward 
of robust health. 

RFK’s attempt to limit the investigation into Jack’s deafilrei 
Immediately following the autopsy, a variety of forensicsjlffl 
photographs and X rays, 119 microscopic tissue slides, 58 
smears taken during JFK’s senatorial and presidential years',^* 
the president’s chemically preserved brain — were movi 1 hom B 
Naval Hospital to the Executive Office Building, next door to tfit 
House. Though technical!}- in the custody of the Secret SeiviceH 
terials, and the locked file cabinet into which they had been seq!| 
were controlled by Dr. Burkley. The materials remained stored 
location for nearly a year and a half, with neither the Warren Onm 
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DraJU c, u u, interior cavity ot his chest-that is, those showing 
;i tes of the gunshot wounds-were gone. The tissue and blood slides 
also disappeared, as had the stainless steel container holding the 
i itselr. 6 

n the late 1970s, the House Select Committee on Assassinations con- 
ed that circumstantial evidence tends to show that Robert Kennedy 
;r destroyed these materials or otherwise rendered them inaccessi 
|The probable reason the panel cited for RFK’s actions was that the 
inals would be placed on-public display in future years in an institu- 
Ijch as Ae SmrAsoni^ But was defense of Jack’s dignity in death 
inly reason? Or did Bobby fear that forensic evidence might point to 
|Aan one gunman, a conclusion that could lead to disclosure of the 
gt secrets of the Kennedy administration? Was he still looking to 
public knowledge of the. president’s Addison’s disease? Or of his 
jetamine use? 

fcennedy myth had grown large since Jack’s death. The truth 
pot be permitted to tarnish it. ° 



[eohe was sitting in John Kennedy’s chair. 
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ftgf- a cerern onial post with little more now 
Bagging Queen of England.” He would ultim; 
g||being second in command; he loathed it mai 
gped to fulfill only one major function: to shov 
K ^ never heard Lyndon Johnson criti 

»way> publicly or privately, while he was vice 
ll|£g e Christian, an LBT aidp wfin u 



